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Introduction 
 
WEC conducted a limited asbestos containing materials (ACM) survey on May 21, 2012 at the E-Wing of 
the Tripler Army Medical Facility. The survey was limited to sampling of accessible suspect ACM 
present on the exterior walls of the E-Wing building. The suspect ACM sampling was conducted in 
compliance with the Hawaii Department of Health sample requirements. Sampling was conducted by 
Shad Wells, a HDOH certified Asbestos Building Inspector (HIASB-0132).  
 
In December 2012 the client requested point count analysis be conducted on the exterior plaster samples 
that were reported by the laboratory to contain detectable levels of asbestos. Fourteen of the 18 plaster 
samples collected were reported by the laboratory to contain detectable levels of asbestos. The purpose of 
the point count analysis is to verify that the concentrations of asbestos are less than 1% to maintain 
compliance with EPA 40 CFR Part 763 and HDOH Title 11 HAR Chapter 501-504.   
 
Executive Summary 
 
Suspect Asbestos Containing Material Samples - Laboratory point count analysis of the suspect 
asbestos containing exterior plaster material collected by WEC from accessible areas, indicated that 
asbestos concentrations  were less 1%. The following samples were analyzed:  
 
Point Count Analysis Table: 
 

Plaster Sample ID & Location  Results 
(PLM Point Count) 

B796-01: 2nd Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-02: 2nd Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-03: 2nd Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-10:  3rd Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-11: 3rd Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-12: 3rd Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side None Detected 
B796-16: 4th Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side None Detected 
B796-17: 4th Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-18: 4th Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-22: 5th Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-23: 5th Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-24: 5th Fl. Lanai Exterior Wall South Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-34: Ground Level Exterior Wall North Side 0.25% Chrysotile Asbestos 
B796-36: Ground Level Exterior Wall Southwest Side 0.50% Chrysotile Asbestos 

 
Note: NESHAP and HDOH regulations classify friable materials containing < 1% asbestos as regulated 
asbestos containing materials (RACM) unless concentrations of < 1% have been verified by PLM point 
count method.  
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Project Impacts 
 
Exterior Plaster Material 
 
Based on the PLM point count analytical results the plaster material is not classified as a regulated 
asbestos containing material (RACM) as defined by EPA and HDOH. This determination enables the 
disturbance of this material to be conducted without establishing a negative pressure containment for 
areas where the exterior plaster material will be disturbed during renovations.   
 
Disturbance/abatement of materials containing less than 1% asbestos must be conducted in compliance 
with OSHA 29 CFR 1926.1101 including but not limited to the following.  
 

 Trained Workers 
 Medical Clearance 
 Respirator Fit Test 
 Personnel Protective Equipment 
 Exposure Monitoring 
 Wet Removal Methods 
 Prompt Clean Up 

 
Analytical Methods 
 
Asbestos 
 
EPA method 600/R-93/116 400 point count method was utilized to analyze bulk asbestos samples.  This 
method utilizes polarized light microscopy (PLM) with dispersion staining oils to identify asbestos 
species. EPA method 600/R-93/116 is the method of analysis recommended by the US EPA to determine 
the composition of suspect asbestos containing materials.   
 
Analysis was performed by White Laboratories, LLC. a NVLAP/AIHA accredited laboratory 
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Exterior Wall Plaster 
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Laboratory Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












