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Introduction 
 
WEC conducted a limited asbestos containing materials survey on May 21, 2012 at the E-Wing of the 
Tripler Army Medical Facility. The survey was limited to sampling of accessible suspect ACM present on 
the exterior walls of the E-Wing building. The suspect asbestos containing material sampling was 
conducted in compliance with the Hawaii Department of Health sample requirements. Sampling was 
conducted by Shad Wells, a HDOH certified Asbestos Building Inspector (HIASB-0132).  
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Suspect Asbestos Containing Material Samples - Laboratory sample analysis of the suspect asbestos 
containing materials collected by WEC from accessible areas, indicated that regulated asbestos containing 
materials (RACM) are present. The following materials were sampled:  
 

 Skim Coat  
 Plaster (RACM) 
 Wall Transition Membrane 
 Window/Vent Caulk 
 Ext. Wall Joint Caulk 

 
Asbestos Containing Materials Table: 
 

Asbestos Containing Materials  Results 
 

Estimated 
Quantities 

 
Plaster – Friable  
Condition – Fair 
Exterior Walls 
See Section 2 for Photo ID of Material 

< 1% Chrysotile 
Asbestos 

All Exterior Wall 
Surfaces Excluding 
Cementitious/Plaster 
Awnings  

 
Note: NESHAP and HDOH regulations classify friable materials containing < 1% asbestos as regulated 
asbestos containing materials (RACM) unless concentrations of < 1% have been verified by PLM point 
count method.  
 
Lead in Paint Samples - Laboratory sample analysis of the paint chip samples collected 
indicated that lead containing paints (LCP < 5000 ppm Lead) are present. The following paint 
colors were sampled:  
 
Lead In Paint Table: 
 

 
 
 
 

Paint Chip Samples: Location/Color Results 
Lead PPM 

 
Exterior Wall – Pink Paint (Lead Containing)  540 

Exterior Wall – Beige Paint (Lead Containing)  360 

5th Level Exterior Ceiling – Beige Paint (Lead Containing)  450 
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Project Impacts 
 
Asbestos Containing Materials  
 
Removal of RACM must be conducted by a licensed asbestos abatement contractor in compliance with 
applicable federal, state and local regulations.  
 
Suspect asbestos containing materials discovered during renovation/demolition that were not sampled 
must be tested for asbestos or treated as an asbestos containing material until proven otherwise. 
 
The following asbestos containing materials have been identified:  
 
Exterior Wall Plaster 
 
The potentially friable asbestos containing plaster is located under the exterior paint and skim coat layers 
on the exterior walls of the E Wing building. Removal and/or disturbance of this material are defined by 
EPA as Category II ACM that may become friable during exterior wall repair and surface preparation.  
 
Note: Without additional PLM point count analysis to verify the asbestos concentrations at < 1% the wall 
repair and surface preparation must be conducted within a negative pressure containment. 
 
Lead in Paint  
 
Sample analysis of the paint chip samples collected from the exterior surfaces of the building 
indicate that there is lead containing paint present at the project site. The renovations of the 
structure must be conducted by workers that possess OSHA Lead Awareness Training in 
compliance with OSHA 29 CFR 1926.62 Lead in Construction Standard during disturbance of 
paints containing lead.  
 
Analytical Methods 
 
Asbestos 
 
EPA method 600/R-93/116 is the method used to analyze bulk asbestos samples.  This method utilizes 
polarized light microscopy (PLM) with dispersion staining oils to identify asbestos species. EPA method 
600/R-93/116 is the method of analysis recommended by the US EPA to determine the composition of 
suspect asbestos containing materials.   
 
Lead Paint 
 
EPA method SW-846 -7420 is the method used to analyze paint samples. This method utilizes an 
atomic absorption spectroscopy (AAS).  
 
Analysis was performed by WEC’s in house NVLAP/AIHA accredited laboratory 
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Exterior Wall – RACM - Cementitious Plaster 
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Laboratory Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








































