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SECTI ON 04 05 31
MASONRY TUCK PO NTI NG

PART 1 - GENERAL
1.1 DESCRI PTI ON
This section specifies requirenents for tuck pointing of existing
masonry and stone worKk.
1.2 RELATED WORK
Mortars: Section 04 05 13, MASONRY MORTARI NG
1.3 APPLI CABLE PUBLI CATI ONS
A. Publications |isted below forma part of this specification to extent
referenced. Publications are referenced in the text by basic
desi gnati on only.
B. American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM:

Ce7-07. ... Brick and Structural Clay Tile, Sanpling and
Testing

C216-07................. Facing Brick (Solid Masonry Units Made From C ay
or Shal e)

C270-07................. Mortar for Unit Masonry

C. International Masonry Institute: Recomended Practices and Guide
Speci fications for Cold Wather Masonry Construction.
PART 2 - PRODUCTS

2.1 TUCK PO NTI NG MORTAR
As per appendi x X3 of ASTM C270.
2.2 REPLACEMENT MASONRY UNI TS
A. Face Brick:
1. ASTM C216, Grade SW Type FBS. Brick shall be classified slightly
ef fl orescent or better when tested in accordance with ASTM C67.
2. Face brick shall match facing brick of the existing building(s) that
i s being tuck pointed.
B. Oher Units to natch existing.
PART 3 - EXECUTI ON
3.1 CUT QUT OF EXI STI NG MORTAR JO NTS
A. Cut out existing nortar joints (both bed and head joints) and renove by
neans of a toothing chisel or a special pointer's grinder, to a uniform
depth of to 19 mm (3/4-inch), or until sound nortar is reached. Take
care to not damage edges of existing masonry units to renain.
B. Renpbve dust and debris fromthe joints by brushing, blowing with air or
rinsing with water. Do not rinse when tenperature is bel ow freezing.
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3.2 JOB CONDI TI ONS

A

Protection: Protect newWwy pointed joints fromrain, until pointed joints

are sufficiently hard enough to prevent danmage.

Col d Weat her Protection:

1. Tuck pointing may be perfornmed in freezing weat her when net hods of
protection are utilized.

2. Comply with applicable sections of "Recomended Practices for Cold
Weat her Construction" as published by International Masonry | ndustry
Al'l Weat her Counci |

3. Existing surfaces at tenperatures to prevent nortar fromfreezing or
causi ng ot her danmamge to nortar.

3.3 I NSTALLATI ON OF TUCK PO NTI NG MORTAR

A

B

C
D

| mredi ately prior to application of nortar, danpen joints to be tuck
pointed. Prior to application of pointing nortar, allow nmasonry units to
absorb surface water.

Tightly pack nmortar into joints in thin |ayers, approximtely 6 mm
(1/4-inch) thick maxi num

Allow | ayer to becone "thunbprint hard" before applying next |ayer.

Pack final |ayer flush with surfaces of masonry units. Wen nortar
beconmes "thunbprint hard", tool joints.

3.4 TOOLI NG OF JA NTS

A

Tool joints with a jointing tool to produce a snooth, conpacted,
concaved joint.

Tool joints in patch work with a jointing tool to match the existing
surroundi ng joints.

3.5 REPLACEMENT OF MASONRY UNI TS

A

Cut out nortar joints surrounding masonry units that are to be renoved

and repl aced.

1. Units renoved may be broken and renpved, providing surrounding units
to remain are not damaged

2. Once the units are renoved, carefully chisel out the old nortar and
renmove dust and debris.

3. If units are located in exterior wthe of a cavity or veneer wall
exercise care to prevent debris falling into cavity.

Danpen surfaces of the surrounding units before new units are placed.

1. Allow existing nmasonry to absorb surface noisture prior to starting
installation of the new replacenent units.

2. Butter contact surfaces of existing masonry and new repl acenent
masonry units with nortar.

3. Center replacenent masonry units in opening and press into position.
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4. Renpbve excess nortar with a trowel.

5. Point around replacenent nasonry units to ensure full head and bed
joints.

6. Wien nortar becones "thunbprint hard", tool joints.

3.6 CLEANI NG

A
B
C

Cl ean exposed masonry surfaces on conpl etion
Renove nortar droppi ngs and other foreign substances fromwall surfaces.
First wet surfaces with clean water, then wash down with a sol ution of
soapl ess detergent specially prepared for cleaning brick
Brush with stiff fiber brushes while washing, and i mediately thereafter
hose down with clean water.
Free clean surfaces fromtraces of detergent, foreign streaks or stains.
Protect materials during cleaning operations including adjoining
construction.
Use of nuratic acid for cleaning is prohibited.

---END- - -
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