




 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF LIMITATIONS 

 

 

The conclusions and recommendations contained in this report/assessment are based upon professional 

opinions with regard to the subject matter.  These opinions have been arrived at in accordance with 

currently accepted standards and practices applicable to this location and are subject to the following 

inherent limitations: 

 

 The data and findings presented in this report are valid as of the dates when the investigations were 

performed.  The passage of time, manifestation of latent conditions or occurrence of future events 

may require further exploration at the site, analysis of the data, and reevaluation of the findings, 

observations, and conclusions expressed in the report. 

 

 The data reported and the findings, observations, and conclusions expressed in the report are limited 

by the Scope of Work. 

 

 Unless otherwise stated in the report, because of the limitations stated above, the findings 

observations, and conclusions expressed by EAI in this report are not, and should not be, considered 

an opinion concerning the compliance of any past or present owner or operator of the site with any 

federal, state or local law or regulation. 

 

 No warranty or guarantee, whether express or implied, is made with respect to the data or the 

reported findings, observations, and conclusions, all of which, however, accurately reflect site 

conditions in existence at the time of investigation. 

 

 EAI reports present professional opinions and findings of a scientific and technical nature.  While 

attempts were made to relate the data and findings to applicable environmental laws and 

regulations, the report shall not be construed to offer legal opinion as to the requirements of, nor 

compliance with, environmental laws, rules, regulations or policies of federal, state or local 

governmental agencies.  Any use constitutes acceptance of the limits of EAI’s liability.  EAI’s 

liability extends only to those parties contracted to complete this project and not to any other parties 

who may obtain the Report.  Issues raised by the report should be reviewed by appropriate legal 

counsel. 

 

 This report is based, in part, on unverified information supplied to EAI by third-party sources.  

While efforts have been made to substantiate this third-party information, EAI cannot guarantee its 

completeness or accuracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE 1

SUMMARY OF ANALYTICAL RESULTS

San Francisco Veterans Affairs Medical Center

4150 Clement Street

San Francisco, CA 94116

SAMPLE #

SAMPLING 

LOCATION

MATERIAL 

DESCRIPTION ANALYTICAL RESULTS

FRIABLE 

(Y/N)
CONDITION HA#

1A                                      

1B                                           

1C

Building 1 - 

Dispensary Room

Yellow Carpet 

Adhesive with 

Black Mastic and 

Leveling 

Compound on 

Concrete

ND Y Good 1

2A                                

2B                                   

2C

Building 1 - 

Conference Room

Yellow Carpet 

Adhesive with 

Black Mastic and 

Leveling 

Compound on 

Concrete

ND Y Good 2

Notes:

CH = Chrysotile Asbestos

HA = Homogenous Area
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SUMMARY OF CURRENT REGULATIONS 

 

The following is a summary of current state and federal regulations which contain requirements related to 

the performance of building surveys for asbestos.  These summaries are not intended to be all inclusive 

and do not contain every aspect of the regulations discussed.  Regulations pertaining to the removal and 

disposal of ACMs are not included. 

 

EPA NESHAP 

 

Under the National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), 40 CFR Part 61, 

regulation, no visible emissions are allowed during building demolition or renovation activities 

which involve regulated asbestos-containing materials (RACMs).  For this reason, all buildings 

must be surveyed for ACMs prior to demolition or renovation.  The EPA and/or the local air 

quality management district which implements EPA actions must be notified prior to any 

building demolition even if no ACMs are present.  RACM is defined as any material with an 

asbestos content of greater than one percent and is friable, or Category I non-friable ACM that 

has or will become friable, or Category II non-friable ACM that may become or will become 

crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by the forces expected to act on the material in the 

course of demolition or renovation. 

 

According to NESHAP, ACM is material containing more than one percent asbestos as 

determined using the methods specified in Appendix A, Subpart E, 40 CFR Part 763, Section 1, 

PLM.  The NESHAP classifies ACM as friable or non-friable.  Friable ACM is ACM that 

contains more than one percent asbestos and when dry, can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced 

to powder by hand pressure. 

 

Non-friable ACM also contains more than one percent asbestos and is further classified as either 

Category I ACM or Category II ACM.  The materials are distinguished by their potential to 

release fibers when damaged.  Category II ACMs are much more likely to release fibers when 

damaged.  Category I ACM includes asbestos-containing gaskets, packings, resilient floor 

coverings and mastics, and asphalt roofing products.  Asphalt roofing products are those products 

which contain asbestos and include built-up roofing, asphalt-containing single ply membrane 

systems, asphalt shingles, asphalt-containing underlayment felts, asphalt-containing roof coatings 

and mastics, and asphalt-containing base flashings.  Category II ACM includes all other non-

friable ACM; for example: asbestos cement shingles, asbestos cement tiles, and transite boards or 

panels. 
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Bay Area Air Quality Management District Regulation 11 (Hazardous Pollutants) Rule 2 

(Asbestos Demolition, Renovation and Manufacturing)  

In response to the NESHAP requirements, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 

(BAAQMD) implemented Regulation 11, Rule 2 that pertains to demolition/renovation activities 

including the removal and associated disturbance of ACMs.  These requirements for demolition 

and renovation activities include asbestos surveying, notification, ACM removal procedures, 

time schedules, ACM handling and cleanup procedures, storage, disposal, and landfill 

requirements for asbestos-containing waste materials.  Rule 1403 is applicable to owners and 

operators of any demolition or renovation activity and associated disturbance of ACMs.  Failure 

to comply with Rule 2 requirements could result in violations that carry daily penalties (penalties 

assessment is based upon the size of the project and severity of noncompliance). 

 

AHERA 

 

AHERA requires performance of asbestos surveys and the development of Asbestos 

Management Plans for all of the nation's primary and secondary schools.  The general procedures 

mandated under AHERA are considered the industry standard and are used as guidelines for all 

surveys performed by EAI. 

 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

 

Per OSHA standard 1926.1101, ACMs are defined as any materials with an asbestos content 

greater than one percent (>1.0%) and are further classified as Class I, Class II Class III or Class 

IV ACM.  The materials are distinguished by their potential to release fibers when damaged.  

OSHA prescribes specific engineering controls and work practices for each Class of ACM. 

 

 Class I    This Class refers to ACMs identified as Thermal System Insulation (TSI) or 

surfacing (sprayed-on or troweled-on) materials.  These materials are generally 

considered friable. 

 Class II   This Class refers to ACMs identified that are not Thermal System Insulation 

(TSI) or surfacing materials.  These materials are generally considered non-

friable. 

 Class III   This Class refers to repair and maintenance operations of all identified ACMs. 

 Class IV   This Class refers to incidental contact with identified ACMs such as custodial 

staff. 

 

Asbestos Removal and Building Demolition/Renovation 

 

In accordance with the EPA's NESHAPs regulation and the BAAQMD, all facilities planned for 

renovation or demolition must be surveyed for ACMs prior to the planned renovation or 

demolition.  Subsequent removal of identified ACMs is also required.  Removal involves, to the 

greatest extent practical, the complete removal, disposal, and replacement, if necessary, of the 

asbestos-containing building material (ACBM).  Removal usually also requires encapsulation of 

the remaining structure to lock down residual fibers which may exist.  Removal of ACMs is 

required prior to renovation and/or demolition activities. 
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The EPA and the AQMD require removal of all ACMs prior to demolition or renovation. ACMs 

include friable ACMs, (Class I) which have or will become friable or that has been subjected to 

sanding, drilling, grinding, cutting, or abrading; and Class II ACMs that may become or has 

become crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by the forces expected to act on the material 

in the course of demolition or renovation.   

 

Trace ACMs are asbestos materials with less than 1 percent, but greater that 0.1 percent asbestos.  

These ACMs require an abatement plan during demolition that is protective of worker health and 

safety. However, unlike an EPA ACM, trace ACMs do not necessitate special disposal 

requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








