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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Justification and Approval (J&A)
For

Other Than Full and Open Competition (>$150K)

1. Contracting Activity: D epartm entofV eteransAffairs
N etw ork C ontracting O ffice 4
323 N orth S hore D rive,S uite 400
P ittsburgh,P A15212

2. Nature and/or Description of the Action Being Processed: T he proposed action is a firm -fixed-price
m odification to contractno.V A244-15-C -0515to provide S harps m edicalw aste rem ovalatthe V A
P ittsburgh H ealth S ystem (V AP H S ).T his procurem entaction is specifically to evaluate and exercise
the O ption to Extend S ervice IAW FAR clause 52.217-8.

3. Description of Supplies/Services Required to Meet the Agency’s Needs: T he contracting activity
aw arded contractno.V A244-15-C -0515on S eptem ber30,2015 forsharpsrem ovalservice atthe
V AP H S ,U niversity D rive C am pusand H einzC am pus,P ittsburgh,P A15215. T he totalP eriod of
perform ance is tw enty-four(24)m onths(e.g.,a 12m onth base period and one 12m onth option
period). T he contractisscheduled to end on S eptem ber30,2017. T he proposed action w illallow
forthe extension ofservicesup to six (6)m onths,orfrom O ctober1,2017through M arch 31,2018.
Any m odification to extend this contractw illallow the G overnm entto solicit,com pete and aw ard
the long-term follow -on contractforthese services.

4. Statutory Authority Permitting Other than Full and Open Competition: FAR 6.302-1,O nly one
R esponsible S ource and N o O ther S upplies or S ervicesW illS atisfyAgency R equirem ents.

5. Demonstration that the Contractor’s Unique Qualifications or Nature of the Acquisition Requires
the Use of the Authority Cited Above (applicability of authority): T he proposed source is N E IE
M edicalW aste S ervices,LLC ,(“N E IE”),3100 N ew K entHW Y,Q uinton,V A23141. T he w ork
requirem ents in contractno.V A244-15-C -0515w ascom peted via the w w w .fbo.govw ebsite (R F Q
V A244-15-Q -1386. N E IE subm itted a proposaland w as aw arded C ontractV A244-15-C -0515. T he
contractcontains FAR clause 52.217-8,O ption to Extend S ervices,butthe aw arding C ontracting
O fficerdid notevaluate the price ofthe clause. Because this clause cannotbe exercised perFAR
17.2ifithas notbeen evaluated,a Justification and Approval(J& A)isrequired to extend services.
D ue to w orkload dem ands,an extension to contractno.V A244-15-C -0515isnecessary forthe
contracting activity to aw ard the com petitive follow -on contract. T he R F Q forthe com petitive
follow -on contractiscurrently posted on the w w w .fbo.govw ebsite,w ith a closing date of
S eptem ber18,2017. S ince the currentcontractexpires on S eptem ber30,2017,there isnotenough
tim e forthe contracting activity to ensure fidelity to acquisition regulations and legalsufficiency of
the w orkproduct.
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Although otherpotentialsourcesm ay existw hich can m eetthe requirem entofS harps rem ovaland
disposalservicesto the V AP H S ,itisanticipated thatany othersource w ould require a m inim um of
fourto six w eeksto obtain the necessary equipm entand to train new staffto process the requisite
facility requirem ents. In addition,N E IE is currently providing this requirem entw ith a S harps
collection containerthathasm etthe O S HAtrialing requirem ents. W ithoutthis requirem ent,a
disruption in services could resultin increased health risks and possible seriousinjuriesto veteran
and em ployees atthe V AP H S .

6. Description of Efforts Made to ensure that offers are solicited from as many potential sources as
deemed practicable: T he C ontracting O fficerposted a synopsis forthis requirem entto the Federal
Business O pportunities (FBO )w ebsite on S eptem ber7,2017 in accordance w ith (IAW )FAR 5.201.
N o responses have been received.

7. Determination by the Contracting Officer that the Anticipated Cost to the Government will be Fair
and Reasonable: T he C ontracting O fficerw illdeterm ine price reasonableness IAW FAR P art13.106-
3.

8. Description of the Market Research Conducted and the Results, or a Statement of the Reasons

Market Research Was Not Conducted: S ee paragraph #6 above. M arketR esearch has been

conducted forthe long-term com petitive follow -on contract. T his solicitation w as set-aside for

S D V O S B concerns.

9. Any Other Facts Supporting the Use of Other than Full and Open Competition: S ee paragraph #5
above.

10. Listing of Sources that Expressed, in Writing, an Interest in the Acquisition: N o sources have
expressed interestin response to the posted synopsison the w w w .fbo.govw ebsite (see paragraph
#6).

11. A Statement of the Actions, if any, the Agency May Take to Remove or Overcome any Barriers to
Competition before Making subsequent acquisitions for the supplies or services required: S ee
paragraphs #8-10above.
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12. Requirements Certification: Icertify thatthe requirem entoutlined in thisjustification isa Bona
Fide N eed ofthe D epartm entofV eteransAffairs and thatthe supporting data underm y cognizance,
w hich are included in the justification,are accurate and com plete to the bestofm y know ledge and
belief.

13. Approvals in accordance with the VHAPM, Volume 6, Chapter VI: OFOC SOP.

a. Contracting Officer's Certification (required): Icertify thatthe foregoing justification is
accurate and com plete to the bestofm y know ledge and belief.

b. Branch Chief’s Certification : Icertify thatthe foregoing justification is accurate and com plete
to the bestofm y know ledge and belief.


